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Welcome Back! 

May I begin by saying what a pleasure it has been to welcome such a positive and enthusiastic 
group of children back to Thornwell School and Nursery this week! The children are settling well 
into their new classrooms and enjoying new roles, responsibilities and challenges. I especially 
hope that the parents of the pupils who are completely new to the school have found the school 
welcoming and supportive. It can be a challenging period for both pupils and parents when start-
ing or moving schools, please contact the office or speak to your pupil’s class teacher if you have 
any concerns or require any additional support. 

FOTSN Coffee Morning 
‘Friends of Thornwell School and Nursery’ is the name of our school’s PTA. This group of supportive parents work 
hard to raise additional funds for the benefit of the pupils. The focus of their fundraising is varied – ranging from sup-
porting the cost of trips and visits to refurbishments and individual purchases for classes and playgrounds. 
Currently the group is very keen to recruit new members to strengthen their team. They are holding a coffee morn-
ing on Wednesday 21st of September at 9.15am at school in the hope of welcoming new members and to begin to 
map out fundraising activities for this academic year. 
If you would like to join the group as part of the committee or simply wish to offer to support specific events, please 
come along and meet the members in a fortnight’s time. 

SEN Drop-In 

Miss Perrott is the school’s Coordinator for Special Educational Needs. Every Wednesday she will be available from 

3pm - 3.30pm to support parents whose children are currently on the SEN register or any parents who feel that their 

child may have some additional needs requiring the support of the school.  

If you would like to come in to chat about your child then either drop-in (via the office) or contact the office to make 

an appointment with Miss Perrott. 

This newsletter is available on the school website at www.thornwell.monmouthshire.sch.uk 

After School Clubs  
We aim to offer a wide range of after school clubs so we have made some changes this year. There are now more 
clubs offered to pupils than ever before. Every class teacher runs an after school club and our intention is to offer 
choices for all age groups on different days that also include opportunities for physical activity. As well as those 
offered by the school staff free of charge there are two additional clubs offered by outside agencies. One is a Mine-
craft Club offered by Mi Little Pad the other is a Multisports Club for Foundation Phase pupils run by Attribute 
Sports. The details for these clubs will be sent out separately. 

Parking 

Parking is always problematic for schools—there simply is not enough room for everybody. However cramped we 

may be at drop-off and pick-up times please may I urge you to park safely. It is clear that people will need to park 

outside of the parking bays but it is not safe for cars to be mounting the surrounding pavements or parking too close 

to the school gates. Please keep the safety of children in mind when parking and if there is not enough space please 

park elsewhere. 



Pupils with Glasses 

We have a number of pairs of glasses held in the office from lost property. If you think that these may belong to your 

child please call in to the office to collect them. Additionally teachers regularly report that some pupils are not coming 

to school with their glasses so please could parents and carers make every effort to ensure that children who need 

glasses have them on when they arrive at school every day.  

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast club begins again on Monday 12th September and forms are available at the office. 

Please can I remind you  to complete a Breakfast Club Registration Form for your child(ren) for this new academic 

year and return it to school by the end of this week, even if your child has attended Breakfast Club previously.  

Every new academic year requires registration. 

Timing 

May I remind everyone that pupils have a ‘window’ of ten minutes for arrival to school between 9.05am and 9.15am. 

This is provided in an attempt to limit congestion and allow some leeway as we understand that getting the family up 

and out for an exact start time is more challenging. However, pupils should not be on school premises prior to 

9.05am as they are unsupervised at a time when our school gates are unlocked. If pupils need to leave their homes 

earlier than this to facilitate parents who need to leave for work then please take advantage of our free breakfast 

club which is open from 8.20am until school starts. Pupils may arrive at breakfast club at any time from 8.20am—

8.45.am. 

Music Tuition 
Don’t forget that the school offers subsidised music lessons through the music support service. We offer brass, 
woodwind, string (including guitar) and percussion tuition. The price per term is about £35 and this covers ten or 
eleven lessons depending on the length of the term. Additionally parents may wish to apply for additional assis-
tance grants which, if successful will result in further reductions. The school has a range of instruments that can be 
loaned out to pupils without charge - just a small deposit.  

School Communication 
We are currently in the process of implementing an upgraded electronic form of communication called Parentmail 

PMX.  We are unable to send out this week’s newsletter electronically but we hope to be up and running soon on 

our new system.  We will be contacting all parents/carers to provide and update their contact details and would 

recommend you sign up to our Parentmail PMX communication which school will be using.  Information on how 

you  sign up to this service will be sent to you shortly. 

Asthma Plans 
To ensure that there are appropriately safe arrangements in place for those pupils with asthma the school requires 
the completion of asthma plans. These plans are then subject to a quick annual review to make sure that any 
changes to pupil’s treatment are fully understood by the school.  
If your child currently has a plan it will be sent home this week for you to update any changes and return it. Should 
your child have a diagnosis of asthma but you have not already completed an asthma plan please could you pick up 
and complete a plan available from the school office as soon as possible. 

School Calendar 
The school calendar which is usually printed on the back of your weekly school newsletter is currently being updated 
and will be available next week. 

Special Welcome! 
A warm welcome is extended to all new parents/carers of our new starters in Nursery and  
their children who start with us over the next few weeks. 


